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CLAIMS ; 



What is claimed is: 

-K^ A method for maintaining confidentiality of personal 
infOT;mation during E-commerce transactions comprising the 
steps 

compili^>g a profile of personal information within 
an electronic d^oository for at least a first party to an 
E - commerce t ransacbdon ; 

providing said firsfe. party a unique transaction 
identifier linked to said p^file for use during said E- 
commerce transaction; and 

in response to said first partVproviding said 
transaction identifier to a second parfey to said E- 
commerce transaction, completing said traliasaction 
utilizing said electronic depository withouu\said_^second 
party receiving any of said personar~~inf ormatibn . 



2. The method of Claim 1, wherein said first party is a 
buyer and said second party is a merchant having a web 
server for initiating E-commerce transactions, and said 
completing step further includes the step of locating 
said transaction identifier in said electronic 
depository. 
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The method of Claim 2, wherein said completing step 
ler includes the steps of: 



assigning^ security routing identifier (SRID) for 
utilization by a^bipper and said merchant to match a 
product with a buyer *s ^€iflres¥ 



receiving said transacti^n/itJ^tif ier along with 
said security routing identifier at s^d depository; and 
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forwarding at least a portion of said ^^file to 
said shipper along with said SRID, wherein saidNshipper 
receives a product from said merchant utilizing on5sy said 
SRID and sends said product to said buyer utilizing ^id 
profile . 

^T//^^V The method of Claim 3, wherein said receiving step 
incri34es the step of automatically notifying said buyer 
of a reb^ipt of said transaction information. 



5 . The method of ^IM^im 3 , wherein said product for said 
transaction is electroru>€L and said receiving step further 
includes the step of electr^lHcally receiving said 
product at said depository and the^ transmitting said 
product to said buyer. 
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6. The method of Claim 1, wherein said step of 
providing a unique transaction identifier comprises the 
step of providing a credit card number. 
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^*T>s..,T?he method of Claim 1, wherein said second party 
has a utrique TID, further comprising the steps of 
completing satd^- commerce transaction on a server of 
said electronic depbSsj-tory wherein said transaction ie 
completed on said server^w^thout said first party and 
said second party receiving an^s^f said personal 
information of the other party. 
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^ A client -based method for maintaining 
con^i?4^ntiality of personal information during E-commerce 
transact3rt5£is comprising the steps of: 

creating a profa^ie of personal information within an 
electronic depository forNit least a first party to an E- 
commerce transaction, wherein first party is 

provided a unique transaction ident^-fier linked to said 
profile for use during said E-commerce tisansaction; and 

in response to said first party providing\said 
transaction identifier to a second party to said^l- 
commerce transaction, forwarding information relate^s^o 
said E-commere transaction to said electronic depositoW, 
wherein said transaction is completed by said electronic^ 
depository without said second party receiving any of 
said personal information. 



ithod 

of enabling said t irst 
provide said personal inft 



further comprising the step 
select whether or not to 
?mation to said seccrrtrS— party . 




'he method of Claim 9, wherein said enabling step 
f urther cbflmrises the step of providing a web browser 
application ha>ijM a graphical user interface (GUI) on an 
Internet access sys^^m of said client, wherein said GUI 
provides a plurality of s^ectable options for said first 
party including utilizing a iNcansaction identifier to 
complete said E-commerce transacts^on . 
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A system for maintaining confidentiality of personal 
infdsnnation during E-commerce transactions comprising: 



an elbctronic depository utilized for storing a 
profile of pei'sonal information for at least a first 
party to an E-comJh^ce transaction; 
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registration utilitV affiliated with said depository 
for assigning said first pa^y a unique transaction 
identifier linked to said prof^e for use during said E- 
commerce transaction ; 




transaction utility affiliated witsh said depository 
for completing said E-commerce transactions utilizing 
said electronic depository in response to sa'i^ first 
party providing said transaction identifier toNa second 
party to said E-commerce transaction, wherein sard second 
party does not receive any of said personal information 
of said first party. 



12, The system of Claim 11, wherein said first party is 
a buyer and said second party is a merchant having a web 
server for initiating E-commerce transactions, and said 
transaction utility includes means for locating said 
transaction identifier in said electronic depository. 



The system of Claim 12, wherein said transaction 
utilityttiKiher includes o 



means for assigningl eTy^G^irity routing identifier 
(SRID) for utilization b|r^ shipper"a^?4d^ said merchant to 
match a product with a buyer's address; 
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ians for receiving said transaction identifier 
along wibh said security routing identifier to said 
depo s i t ory ;^*^d 



means for forv 
profile to said shipp 
said shipper receiv 
utilizing only said 



g at least a portion of said 
long with said SRID, wherein 
[^a j5Xpduct from said merchant 
SRID anovsends said product to said 



buyer utilizing said profile 



The system of Claim 13, wherein said receiving means 
inclu^fe^ means for automatically notifying said buyer 
party of a^55^eipt of said transaction information. 



15. The system of Claim l^>ss^herein said product for 
said transaction is electronic at>^ said receiving means 
further includes electronically receiVg^g said product at 
said depository and then transmitting sai^Ss^roduct to 
said buyer. 



16. The system of Claim 11, wherein said registration 
utility which provides a unique transaction identifier 
comprises means for providing a credit card number. 
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r*7s,^^T?he system of Claim 12, wherein said second party 
also fia^a unique TID, further comprising means for 
completing'T&a^d E-commerce transaction on a server of 
said electronicde^sitory wherein said transaction is 
completed on said ser^^sr without said first party and 
said second party receiving'^^^a^iy of said personal 
information of the other party. 
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1 18. A computer program product for mafintaining 

2 confidentiality of personal informat/on during E-commerce 

3 transactions , comprising : / 

4 a computer usable medium; and 

5 program instructions stor^ within said computer 

6 usable medium, for: / 

7 compiling a profile ofi^ersonal information within 

8 an electronic depository tojc ^t least a first party to an 

9 E-commerce transaction; f ll 

providing said f ii/s/ part^Y ^ unique transaction 

Iffli identifier linked to sa/;a prc^i use during said E- 

^;2 commerce transaction; and 

-4b in response to said first party providing said 

Wi / 

Ji4 transaction identififer to a second party to said E- 

yb commerce transaction, completing said transaction 

^ utilizing said electronic depository without said second 

"■-^ party receiving any of said personal information. 

? / 

1 19. The computer program product of Claim 18, wherein 

2 said first parry is a buyer and said second party is a 

3 merchant havimg a web server for initiating E-commerce 

4 ' transactions,/ and said program instructions for 

5 completing said transaction further comprise program 

6 instructions for locating said transaction identifier in 

7 said electyonic depository. 



Ansoooo6ons2 




20. The computer program product of Claim 19, wherein 
said program instructions for enabling/ buyer selection 
further comprise program instructions/ for providing a web 
browser application having a graphicTal user interface 
(GUI) on an Internet access system /of said buyer, wherein 
said GUI provides a plurality of selectable options for 
said buyer including utilizing a/TID to complete said E- 
commerce transaction , 



21. The computer program pro'duct of Claim 19, wherein 
said program instructions Ao'a completing said transaction 
further include program instructions for: 



assigning a secur; 
utilization by a shippi 
product with a buyer's 



/ty/r^^^ting identifier (SRID) for 
aid merchant to match a 
tires s; 



receiving said tmnsaction identifier along with 
said security routing/ identifier to said depository; and 

forwarding at least a portion of said profile to 
said shipper along /with said SRID, wherein said shipper 
receives a product/ from said merchant utilizing only said 
SRID and sends safd product to said buyer utilizing said 
profile . 



22. The computer program product of Claim 21, wherein 
said program instructions for receiving relevant 
information include program instructions for 
automatically/ notifying said buyer party of a receipt of 
said transact/ion information. 
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23. The computer program product pf Claim 21, wherein 
said product for said transaction/ is electronic and said 
program instructions for said receiving step further 
includes program instructions for electronically- 
transmitting said product tq^aid depository and then to 
said buyer. 



24 . The computer prog 
said program instructi 
transaction identifier 
providing a credit car^t nun 



'duct of Claim 18, wherein 
r providing a unique 
irises program instructions for 



25. The computer piffogram product of Claim 18, wherein 
said second party afLso has a unique TID, further 
comprising program/ instructions for completing said E- 
commerce transaction on a server of said electronic 
depository whereifn said transaction is completed on said 
server without yirst party or said second party receiving 
any of said pe:^sonal information of the other party. 
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26. A computer program product for mai^ntaining 
confidentiality of personal informatic^ during E-commerce 
transactions comprising : 

a computer readable medium; an^i 

/ 

program instructions stored pn said computer 
readable medium for : 



creating a profile of pe^onal information within an 
electronic depository for ay least a first party to an E- 
commerce transaction, wherein said first party is 
provided a unique transact/ion fi.dentifier linked to said 
profile for use during said/ E-commerce transaction; 



enabling said first party to connect to and interact 
with a server of a second/ party; and 

/ 

m response to said first party providing said 
transaction identifier to a second party to said E- 
commerce transaction, forwarding information related to 
said E-commere transaation to said electronic depository, 
wherein said transaction is completed by said electronic 
depository without s4id second party receiving any of 
said personal information. 



27. The computer/ program product of Claim 26, further 
comprising program instructions for enabling said first 
party to select /whether or not to provide said personal 
information to said second party. 
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28. The computer program product of Claim 26, wherein 
said program in^oructions for said enabling step further 
comprises program instructions for providing a web 
browser appli^ay^ having a graphical user interface 
(GUI) on an /inzernet access system of said client, 
wherein saio/GUI provides a plurality of selectable 
options for said first party including utilizing a 
transaction identifier to complete said E-commerce 
transaction . 



